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STOKENHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

HELD ON 15TH JANUARY 2026 IN THE 
STOKENHAM PARISH HALL 

 
PRESENT: 
COUNCILLORS: 
JONATHAN ANSELL    PAULA DOUST      
ADRIAN GOODMAN     CHRIS HART     
TIM LYNN       RICHARD PAIN     
LIZ ROBINSON      CHARLES ROGERS   
PIERS SPENCE (Chair) 
 
Also in attendance:  
Clerk – Mrs G. Claydon 
 
APOLOGIES: 
COUNCILLORS: 
GAIL ADDISON     KIM GREENING  
JULIAN BRAZIL (District and County Councillor)  
 
1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Councillors were invited to declare any disclosable interests, including the nature and extent of 
such interests they had in any items to be considered at this meeting.  They were also reminded to 
consider whether in the light of recent activities any items within their Register of Interests should 
be updated.  None. 
 
2. MINUTES 
The Minutes of full council meeting dated 11th December 2025 were approved by all present and 
duly signed as a true and correct record.  
 

 3. OPEN FORUM 
Anne Bowyer, representing the parish hall committee, attended to speak about plans for the hall.  
She advised of the heating system they wished to install in the main hall and provided a 
specification they had from ARC who were recommended in a Devon Communities meeting.  Due 
to usage of the hall being predominantly in the evening solar panels would need batteries and heat 
pumps came with costs and both would be expensive.  The hall committee had applied for a 
lottery grant for which they were hopeful.  During this consideration it had been noted that the 
main hall ceiling needed addressing as it was made from compressed wood, so they had had 
quotes for the ceiling upgrade in addition to lighting and heating. The plans would be discussed at 
a meeting of the hall committee the following Monday afternoon at 2p.m.  The Chair expressed 
Parish Council’s desire that this important community resource should be modernised and made 
more comfortable, which he hoped would make it more welcoming and lead to wider and more 
frequent use. It was noted that the hall committee had worked hard to improve community use and 
now had activities on most days.  The chair advised that Cllr Pain, as an architect, had a strong 
interest in fabric-first renovation and could advise on thermal properties and explain what work 
was needed before installing a new heating system to make the building more efficient.  Anne 
acknowledged this offer of assistance and said that it would cost at least £20,000 for heating 
alone.  In addition to ceiling insulation, dry lining and lighting there were also windows and doors 
through which uncontrolled draughts lost a lot of heat.  There was a concern within parish council 
that the choice of heating was not felt to be universally recognised as an efficient system. Cllrs 



2 
 

 

Pain and Rogers together with the hall representatives, Cllrs Doust and Ansell, would attend the 
Monday meeting to discuss other ideas. 
 
Devon Wildlife Trust had advised that Stokenham was to receive a Rowan tree which would be 
delivered to Anne Bowyers in readiness for it to be planted at Stokenham Parish Hall. 
 
Steve Taylor advised he currently lived in Kiln Lane and had lived within the parish all his life 
with his work now based around his building contract company.  He attended to watch a parish 
council meeting as he was interested in becoming a councillor.  Oliver Brooking was also local 
having been born and raised in Stokenham on the family farm and now co-owner of Stokeley 
Farm Shop and Brewery.  He wished to become more involved and was considering joining the 
council.   
 
 DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR'S REPORT 
Cllr Brazil was not present and had not provided a report. 
 
4. PLANNING & PLANNING MATTERS 
The applications to be considered at this meeting with observations submitted to District: 
None received from December meeting till this. 
 
 APPEAL 

• 1420/25/VAR Appeal Ref: 6003072 Description of development: Application for variation 
of condition 2 (approved plans) of planning consent 53/3160/11/F The Cove Guest House, 
Torcross Appellant - Mr Mikael Armstrong.  Appeal start date 6th January 2026.  
Representation to be received by 10th February 2026 – Since parish council had responded 
to the original application 1420/25/VAR they had nothing further or new to add but would 
reiterate these comments for the Appeal.  An outline of the history of applications on this 
site was provided for clarity for attendees along with acknowledging other objections 
submitted to date.    
 
PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE – Cllr Pain had attended the planning site meeting 
and Development Management Committee relating to Middlecombe Barn (2677/25/FUL) 
and reported to parish council on both.  His attempts at the site meeting to bring certain 
matters to the attention of district councillors of which they were clearly unaware had been 
hushed, having been advised that he had no right to speak. At the DM meeting only seven 
councillors attended. Lengthy submissions were received from parish council and the ward 
member objecting to the application; two neighbours had written to object, one of whom 
attended and spoke movingly on the unique properties of this beautiful unspoilt valley; and 
a detailed and authoritative LOR had been received from Leslie Pengelly, South Hams 
Society, on the matter of access to the site via DCC MC12 Green Lane. In the discussion 
that followed councillors were divided, but with a slight but clear majority against. When 
it came to the vote, however, one councillor who had spoken passionately against the 
application abstained, leaving the decision split 3-3. The Chair then used his casting vote 
in favour of the application, which was approved 4-3. Stokenham noted with regret that 
this was the second occasion on which Cllr Long has used his casting vote to frustrate the 
wishes of residents of the parish as expressed by their parish council.  

 
5. CO OPTION 
No applications had been received.   
Anne Bowyer left the meeting at this point. 
 
 



3 
 

 

6. PRECEPT 2026/27 
A proposal for the forthcoming financial year together with the current Reserves and Bank 
Reconciliation had been circulated in advance to councillors for their consideration and scrutiny.  
An overview was provided within the meeting highlighting proposed transfers to earmarked 
reserves and discussion on the various works that the reserves would pay for.  It was AGREED to 
approve a request for a precept of £55,010 (2025/26: £53,200) for submission to District Council 
by 30th January. After taking into account the increase in the number of households in the parish 
this represents an increase of 1.09%, or approximately 47 pence for a Band D household. 
 
7. APPLE DAY 
The proposal from a councillor to use surplus proceeds from the parish Apple Day amounting to 
£173.20 for the purchase of swift/swallow boxes was considered and AGREED.  Permission had 
been received from Chillington Community Association and a farmer in Stokenham to affix these 
to their buildings although if the money allowed other locations would be sought. 
 
8. POLICY 
After consideration it was AGREED: 

(a) To adopt the 2025 update of the NALC Model Financial Regulations; 
(b) To defer consideration of the draft Risk Assessment proposals until the February meeting, 

allowing councillors time to scrutinize and offer suggested additions or deletions. 
 
9. CHILLINGTON PLAY AREA 

(a) A quote was presented for works to replace the far maintenance gate with bollards and 
install matching padlocks by the hall so all keys are identical along with work to clear 
overhanging vegetation and silt build-up alongside the slope down to the hall entrance and 
strim lower pedestrian path at a cost of £1218.85 - APPROVED. 

(b) Purchase of hedging plants to fill gaps along car park bank up £150 – APPROVED. 
(c) Feedback from Remus contractor in order that quotes can be obtained for bridge repairs – 

To date no feedback had been received from Remus or their contractor who attended the 
Chillington site. Remus would be chased but it was AGREED that temporary works up to 
a cost of £250 would be undertaken to ensure safety in the interim on the parish council 
land section of the bridge. 

 
10. REPORTS  

• Cllr Pain – As Development Management Committee from the morning overran he had 
attended the Slapton Line Partnership meeting for half an hour at the beginning.  
Representatives from the Environment Agency and National England were present and 
explained why it was not prudent to intervene with defence works along the coast as this 
caused a knock-on effect.  Of the large attendance circa 25 some questioned whether the 
protection documents were statutory and if changes could be made but Cllr Pain had to 
leave the meeting to present at planning committee.  

• Cllr Robinson – Flooding in Beeson built up on both sides but it was the surprise of the 
sheer volume of water.  Cllr Rogers advised he had gone around opening a gate, cleared 
debris and attended to a large drain that had lattice timber in front of it which he removed.  
Both acknowledged that historically flooding had occurred in the village and it was not 
possible to stop water only manage it as it was the speed of downpour! 

• Cllr Ansell – Noted that the recent downpour also affected Kellaton with the higher culvert 
by a cottage which had works or was replaced and could not escape so a local cleared it.  
Also at the Lannacombe Road crossroads a dip had created a build-up which went over the 
wall of the first cottage into Murphys and Perriots properties so they contacted the 
highway authority.  A modification was carried out some 25 years ago to stop another 
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cottage flooding by putting surface water under the road and that might be something that 
could be altered but this was just an opinion.   
He met OpenReach operatives looking around the village with a view to providing Fibre 
Broadband.  As about 48 people had shown interest it appeared that this was being 
followed up and the cost to each would be minimal.   

• Cllr Doust – Beesands village flooding on Christmas Day was mentioned and concern 
raised for the worst area of damage along this stretch where the play equipment on the 
green used to be.  If the armour at this point went how would all properties gain vehicle 
access.   

• Cllr Spence – He and Cllrs Ansell and Addison spent two days at Helmers and laid the 
roadside and inside hedge burning the resulting clearings.  Would complete the remainder 
when there is a gap in weather.   

• Cllr Rogers – Acknowledged that Mike Hallett came in and carried out the annual hedge 
trimming around the parish just prior to when laying was to commence.  He hoped this had 
not hampered works and asked if future cutting advice needed to change.  No change 
required just advise to trim off sproutings in future years.  

• Cllr Goodman – Queried whether an event such as Christmas Day which required the 
closure of access along the Line at Torcross needed to allow signs to be placed locally.  It 
was only closed for the dangerous high tide but a new local protocol should be raised at 
the Slapton Line Partnership meeting.   

• Cllr Pain – A neighbouring field had been flattened by the recent flooding and he felt that 
the informative hedge leaflet could be of use.  Another suggestion was that the name and 
number of the farmer for land should be available on a field gate for incidents such as 
escaped or trapped sheep.  

• Cllr Lynn – Was concerned with regard to the works carried out at Carehouse Cross 
roundabout.  It appeared that the amount of planings removed exceeded the amount put 
back in and was being suggested locally that the works seemed to include installing worse 
potholes.  This poor workmanship needed to be raised with Cllr Brazil and County 
Highways and action taken to repair.   

 
 CLERK’S REPORT 

• Approach had been made by a resident to ask if the nets on the playing field could be 
reinstalled as finding rugby and footballs in the surrounding vegetation was becoming 
difficult.  The Clerk was asked to respond and explain that the nets were removed due to 
being swung on, used to climb the frames, cause damage and present a risk to users.  Any 
solution would be considered by parish council and perhaps someone locally would like to 
take responsibility for attaching and removing the nets before and after usage.  For health 
and safety reasons it had already been decided that the willow was to be cut right back by 
5-6m on the east side of the playing field, which should assist the location of balls.  

• South West Water had been approached to request information regarding daily emptying 
of the Beesands toilets septic tank.  A holding response had been provided to advise that 
the question regarding the amount of tankers and daily emptying was an EIR and would be 
passed to the correct team.  With regard to whether the repair was carried out and why the 
tank continued to be emptied daily would be responded to in due course. 

• Current insurance is through Clear Insurance for whom a quote has been requested as the 
three-year agreement terminates 1st June.  They had altered the agreement which used 
Aviva and for the last year provided Ecclesiastical cover.  Clear together with James 
Hallam – they responded their lowest premium too high, Zurich and CAS Insurance – they 
responded cannot quote if we are currently with Clear or Ansvar, have been approached 
for quotes to return to full council March for consideration.  Apparently Ansvar are same 
grouping as Ecclesiastical so they will not offer terms. 
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• The five-hoop bicycle toast rack is ready for collection at Totnes depot.  This has been 
funded following the key cycling routes and cycle storage consultation hosted by Gemma 
Bristow District, Active Travel & Digital Connectivity lead.  Our contractor, Iain Randall, 
is to collect and fit the ones for Kingsbridge and Stokenham.  His agreed cost will be 
covered out of parish council funds and then reimbursed from this project to speed up 
installation. 

• Greenspace have cleared the vegetation that had been blown, due to weather conditions, on 
to the Carehouse Cross bus shelter and were dangerous and likely to damage the shelter.  
The timber supporting the gutter would need replacing and the gutter reinstated when 
annual maintenance is approved. 

• The clerk was asked to read out the update from District regarding any works along the 
beach and green at Beesands.  They were currently awaiting a response from the 
Environment Agency and manufacturers of the gabion netting.  

• Cllr Rogers recorded thanks to Adrian Wotton as he had cleared shingle and debris from 
Beesands before any local authorities arrived to assist. 
 

10. FINANCE 
Balances were provided and the below transactions were approved: 
Current £621.21 
Savings £56,309.41 
Investment 6 months £90,000 was reinvested Unity for further 6 at 4% - Matures April 2026. 
 
Received: 
Instant Access 3 monthly interest £451.56 paid end December.  Next due end March. 
 
Payments: 
Unity Bank – Monthly charge £6.00 (will be increased to £7pmon 1st February) 
HMRC Jan – Tax & NI £344.52 
Wages Jan - £1421.37 
DCC Jan – Pension £463.82 
Hosted Broadband – Telephone and Broadband £92.93 
Greenspace – Urgent work to clear fallen vegetation over Carehouse Cross bus shelter £168.00 
P. Spence – Travel allowance Apr – Dec 25, Follaton trips x 7 £97.65 
Society of Local Council Clerks – Subscription £253.00 
 
11. NEXT MEETING 
The next full parish council meeting would be held on 19th February 2026 commencing at 
7.30p.m in the Wesley Smith Room, Stokenham Parish Hall. 
 
Meeting finished: 9.00p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed ……………………… Chairman  Dated: 15th January 2026. 


